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" killed," this preparation should always be diluted
with water before application.
Most astonishing is the action of glycerine on a
skin which has been strongly tanned by the sun;
whereas it would otherwise take several weeks before
a skin tanned by the sun is bleached again, the appli-
cation of glycerine bleaches it in a few days.
The action of glycerine in most cases is easily
explained by its wonderful solvent action on the
most varied substances. This tanning of the skin by
the rays of the sun is to be ascribed to a deposit of
colouring matter in certain cells of the skin. If
glycerine is rubbed into the skin, it penetrates very
deep into the tissues and dissolves the colouring
matter; by subsequent washing, the glycerine ab-
sorbed by the skin is removed for the greater part,
and at the same time the dissolved colouring matter
is washed away, so that in a short time the skin is
bleached again.
Glycerine for cosmetic purposes can be prepared
in various manners and made aromatic by mixing it,
for instance, with orange-flower water, or with water
and eau de Cologne, etc.; or also by mixing glycerine
with aromatic flowers in the same way as has been
described in the preceding section. All these addi-
tions are of no cosmetic value, this is to be attributed
to glycerine alone: aromatic substances merely
render the application of glycerine more pleasant.
As glycerine removes the colouring matter due to
the action of the sun's rays, so it can also remedy
certain blemishes of the skin which are also due to